
Slope of a Line Rules 

 

Slope (m):   The slant of a line as you look at it from left to right. 

    𝑠𝑙𝑜𝑝𝑒 (𝑚) =  
𝑟𝑖𝑠𝑒

𝑟𝑢𝑛
=  

𝑦2−𝑦1

𝑥2−𝑥1  

 

    Finding the slope from two points using a graph. 

    Step 1: Graph points. 

    Step 2:  Find the rise or the change in “y”. 

    Step 3: Find the run or the change in “x”. 

    Step 4: Write the slope as a ratio of rise to run. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Finding the slope using the formula. 

    Step 1: Label the coordinate points (x1,y1) and (x2,y2). 

    Step 2: Find the change in y or ∆y or y2 – y1. 

    Step 3: Find the change in x or ∆x or x2 – x1. 

    Step 4: Write the slope as a ratio of ∆y to ∆x. 

                     (3 , 4) and (0, -2)  

       (x1,y1) and (x2,y2)  

Step 1: Then x1=3, x2=0, y1=4, and y2=-2 

    Step 2: Find  y2 – y1  or -2 – 4 = -6. 

    Step 3: Find  x2 – x1 or 0 – 3 = -3. 

    Step 4: Write the slope as a ratio or m = -6/-3 or 2. 
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